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I’m having a 
hard time believing that 
the first semester is 
done, but with Christ-
mas break days away is 
a good reminder that 
the school year is half 
over.  Like most of 
you, I have set several 
New Year’s Resolu-
tions for myself I have 
some recommendations 
for students and fami-
lies to consider.  

The first would 
be to reflect on and ex-
amine our goals. A 
quote I often refer to is, 
“a goal without a plan - 
is just a wish.”  Don’t 
wish to be better - 
make a plan and work 
towards that. 

My second rec-
ommendation would be 
to make reading a pri-
ority in your home.   
Reading is still a main 
mode of communica-
tion and few things can 
improve the mind as 

Thoughts From the Principal 

January 2020 

Inside this issue: 

Sargent Public School 

well as increased reading 
ability.  

I also challenge 
you to get to know our 
school.  What’s being 
taught?  As a parent or 
community member, are 
there ways you could 
help?  Maybe it’s read-
ing with an emergent 
reader or helping put up 
bulletin boards, or being 
a role model for one of 
our students.  As the say-
ing goes “it takes a vil-
lage to raise a child.” 
As we work to improve 
it is important to remem-
ber that the more of us 
supporting the process 
the more successful it 
will ultimately be and by 
improving ourselves we 
make life better for those 
around us, and by mak-
ing the lives better for 
those around us we build 
better students, neigh-
bors, friends, and com-
munity. Having said that 
I’ll finish by wishing you 

a Happy New 
Year!  and Until next 
month – GO WOLVES! 

Reminder: 
Classes for K-6 

will resume on 

Monday  

January 6th 



Collegebound Nebraska 
Collegebound Nebraska is a program that will make college more affordable to many Nebraskans.  

This program promises students, “If you are a Nebraska resident who meets admission 

requirements for the University of Nebraska, and if you are eligible for the Federal Pell Grant, you 

can attend the University of Nebraska and pay no tuition.”  To be considered for a pell grant you must fill out the 

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid).  There are similar programs at the State Colleges and 

Community Colleges as well.   

  

FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
Education Quest has some excellent resources on their web site at educationquest.org.  They will also be 

scheduling appointments in their Kearney officet for first time FAFSA filers.  The Kearney office number is  800-

666-3721.  Those that have completed a FAFSA before are encouraged to go to their web site and use their 

FAFSA Tutorial.   

 

Scholarships 
Many scholarships will be made available after the first of the year and will have due dates that approach quickly.  

There will be updated scholarship lists on the Schools website page under Resources—scholarships.  Please talk to 

your student about this or if you have questions or concerns you can stop by Mrs. Schauda’s  office or give her a 

call at 527-4119. 
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Counselor Corner 

Upcoming Events 
Friday Jan. 3rd– No School—Teacher In                     

service 

Monday Jan. 6th— Classes Resume Wednesday Jan. 

8th— Good News Club 

Tuesday, Jan. 14th— School Board Meet  

   ing @  7:00pm                         

Wednesday Jan. 15th— 2:00 Dismissal -  

                                    Teacher Inservice 

Wednesday Jan. 22— Good News Club 

Saturday Jan. 25— 1st round MNAC BB                       

                      tournament 

Monday jan. 27th—MNAC Boy’s BB Qtr.  

                     Finals TBD 

Tuesday Jan. 28th Girls MNAC BB Qtr                        

Final’s TBD 

Thursday Jan. 30— MNAC Finals @                               

Broken Bow 

Friday Jan. 31st—G & B MNAC cons.  BB                   

                  Games @ Sandhills      

                  Thedford/Anselmo Merna 

         Wrestling Tri @ Ainsworth     

                   TBD 

Saturday Feb. 1st—G&B MNAC Finals/3rd place   

                    BB Tourney @ Broken Bow 

                    MNAC Art Show @ BB 

         Wrestling Ainsworth Invite 



Flu Notes from the Nurse 

We are entering the flu season.  Influenza is a respiratory virus that causes fever, 

headache, fatigue, body aches, cough, and sore throat.  This respiratory virus is not 

to be confused with the stomach viruses that cause vomiting, diarrhea, and upset 

stomach.  The most common ways that any virus enters our body is via our hands, 

by touching something that has the virus on it and then touching our eyes, nose or 

mouth, or by breathing in the virus when an infected person 

coughs or sneezes. 

 

The number one way you can protect yourself  from any ill-

ness is to wash your hands regularly.  You can really help your 

body fight cold, flu and stomach viruses by eating a balanced 

diet including lots of  fruit and vegetables, drinking plenty of  

healthy fluids, and getting at least eight hours of  sleep per 

night.  

 

Students experiencing diarrhea, vomiting or temperatures of  100 degrees and great-

er, need to be home at rest.  Do not give Aspirin to children or adolescents who are 

experiencing flu-like symptoms.  Give Tylenol or Ibuprofen for fever and/or 

achiness.  Attempt to prevent dehydration by drinking plenty of  liquids.  If  experi-

encing vomiting do not eat or drink for one hour following a vomiting episode, 

then start with sips of  water, 7up or Coke.  If  these liquids stay down, you may in-

crease the amount of  liquids and add light solids, i.e. crackers, jello, soup. 

 

In an attempt to keep the virus from spreading: 

*cover your mouth when you cough or sneeze with a tissue, if  no tissue is availa-

ble, use your sleeve 

*refrain from visiting others or attending social events when experiencing flu 

symptoms 

*If  you must be out when you have flu symptoms, stay 3 feet away from others. 

Here’s hoping you stay well this flu season and if  you have any questions about the 

flu, or whether your child is well enough to come to school, please contact your 

school nurse or doctor. 
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Science Olympiad 2019 

        Tuesday, December 10
th
 was an exciting day for six 

students to delve into different facets of Science exploration 
at ESU 10’s annual Science Olympiad in Kearney.  This 
year’s activities included: STARdome (getting a close view 
of the stars and constellations), Make and Do (building a 
product out of cardboard and screws), Science Bowl (quiz 
bowl competition with a Science focus), Sphero Challenge 
(programming a small rolling ball using coding), See It, Say 
It, Do It, (our most challenging station where a student had 
to describe a structure while the rest of the group attempted 
to build an exact replica), and Awesome Aquifer (learning all 
about ground water in Nebraska).  Kooper, Cazen, Natalie, 
Bambi, Travin, and Wyott did a great job representing their 
school and we had a very enjoyable day. We are thankful 
our school is part of the ESU10 H.A.L consortium. 
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Bulldog  Beef  / Meat Boosters 

Bulldog  Beef Boosters 

Where’s the Beef – in our lunchroom thanks to donors like: Lone Creek Ranch-Caleb & Sally Harris, Slagle Angus, Greg 
& Luke Smith, Dick & Coleen Grint, and Marty Riddle! 

The Sargent Public Schools “Beef in Schools Program” began to take shape a few years ago after a several discussions 
by board members and patrons.  After reviewing the guidelines followed by other schools Mr. Ruppert made arrange-
ments for a similar program at the Sargent Public School District. The donated beef has been incorporated in school 
menus for all Sargent Public School students to enjoy since March of the 2016-17 school year.  It wasn’t long after 
that beef was gone that a second beef was donated and with the positive comments from students and staff the do-
nated meat is going fast.  If you are in the position to donate fresh meat for our lunch program, or if you don’t raise 
livestock but would like to help offset the cost of processing, I encourage you to contact the school office.  
 

We would like to honor and recognize the producers, businesses, and community members who have donated beef 
or monetary support for the SPS Beef for Schools Program thus far: 

 Martin Riddle  
 Dick Grint 

 Lone Creek  
 Slagle Angus 
 Smith Farms 
 

Thanks to their support, our students are enjoying high quality, tasty, locally raised beef, and we anticipate that we 
will continue to grow support for this program with an ultimate goal of meeting 100% of our lunch program needs. 
We look forward to continued development of the program with opportunities to promote sustenance of the beef 
industry through donor recognition and educational activities for our students. 

Thank you! 

 



Page 6 Volume 1, Issue 1 

One-Act….It’s a Wrap. 
 

Soapy Smith’s Winter Wish was performed at 

districts One-Act on Monday, December 2, 

2019, in North Platte. Sargent brought home 

5th place and watched some amazing plays 

during the day. This has been a fun year and 

we are excited to start working on next year’s 

play. Thank you to all who came out to 

watch the play during our Dessert Theater 

performance! 

 
 

 

 

 

Reading and Math Exploration 

 
Mrs. Stefka’s reading and math exploration groups have been on a mission to create. The reading group decid-

ed to reuse the empty buckets that were being stored in the basement of the school.  As a group, they decided 

to make them into portable seats. Mrs. Stefka gathered all the supplies and they went to work. It was exciting to 

see all the different creations. Don’t be surprised to see this group at a home basketball game trying to sell you 

one of their beautiful creations! 

 

 

The math group went on a different route of creation. They all made a board game. They first had to invent the 

board game, make a prototype and then they made a final copy. Some are so creative they will stay in the library 

to be checked out by other students. 
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The math group went on a different route of  creation. They all made a board game. 

They first had to invent the board game, make a prototype and then they made a final 

copy. Some are so creative they will stay in the library to be checked out by other stu-

dents. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seniors Learn Sewing from Dolly Grause 
 

Again this year, the senior class had Dolly Grause as a guest lecturer for 2 weeks. The 

group once again made a wall hanging to take with them to college.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They also learned the skill of  hemming a pair of  

slacks, darning socks, and mending a tear. Dolly also 

gave them a lesson on how to iron. They always enjoy their time with Dolly teaching 

them! 







NDE RELEASES STATE ASSESSMENT SCORES 

Nebraska Department of Education and the Sargent Public Schools AQuESTT Classification 

In November the Nebraska Department of Education released the “Nebraska Education Pro-

file” or NEP. The NEP replaces the State of the Schools report that has been used the past 

several years to share information about the State down to individual schools and districts.  

The Nebraska Education Profile (NEP) is a web tool designed and developed by the Nebras-

ka Department of Education, presenting Nebraska education data in multiple ways for multiple 

audiences.  

These reports cover many things including: State and School/District Snapshots, information 

from last year’s state assessments (NSCAS), performance indicators on some of the 

AQuESTT tenants, and the new AQuESTT Classification that replaces the old State of the 

School’s rating.  The AQuESTT Classification combines performance on several indicators 

grouped by tenet to provide schools and districts with an overall descriptive classification of 

Excellent, Great, Good, or Needs Improvement.  I admit that it is a little difficult to understand 

but the end goal is that schools can use the information to identify strengths and weaknesses 

in order to improve.  To view this information you can check out an explanation from NDE on 

their document http://nep.education.ne.gov/  

As a District – Sargent Public Schools was giving an AQuESTT rating of “GREAT.”  This is a 

big improvement over last year’s district rating and we’re grateful to have earned it!  It’s still 

difficult to understand how districts get their rating, but if you look at the information you will 

see that our District’s 2019 ACT scores on the Nebraska Student Centered Assessment Sys-

tem (NSCAS) from the spring of 2019 were better, and that our attendance percentage was 

better than our peer and the state. If you dig deeper into our NSCAS results our overall Eng-

lish Language Arts and Science scores also showed growth. It’s tough to compare some of 

the data because it is masked – you only see an asterisk – due to having less than ten stu-

dents in the class. Those classes have the District data substituted for School data.  In my 

opinion, this works against small schools because the group may score better than the district 

average.   

I love our GREAT rating, but know that we still have work to do.  Even on years when we’re 

doing the things we should if a subject area doesn’t show growth from the previous year it 

could hinder our rating as much as the growth from 2018 to 2019 helped our rating this year. 

We did have good growth though and it should be noted that the Elementary received 

AQuESTT rating of “GREAT”, the Junior High was got a “GOOD” rating, and the High School 

received AQuESTT rating of “EXCELLENT.”   All three have areas they can improve in some 

on the state assessments.  The State test for the 11
th
 grade is the ACT - Sargent Public 

Schools has scored above the National and State Average for 5 of the past 6 years on the 

ACT.   

I encourage our parents and patrons look over the information in the reports, and if you have 

any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me.   
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http://nep.education.ne.gov/
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Needing pictures of your child(ren)? 
 

We have you covered! 
 

Pictures taken of students K-12, on behalf of the Yearbook class, 

have been uploaded to a website for family and friends to access 

and purchase.  

 

The website can be accessed by going to the following website: 

http://sargentyearbook.zenfolio.com/ 

 
 

Once at the website, you will need to create an account, and 

then start adding pictures to your cart. Picture galleries can 

be browsed by activity/event, in hopes of making your search 

quicker and easier.   

 

All proceeds go back to the yearbook class to help keep our 

equipment updated to better serve you. 

Students Learn About Health Careers in Callaway 

Sargent Public School freshman and sophomores had the opportunity to attend 
a career day on November 19, the day focused on jobs in healthcare. Twelve 
freshman and sophomores attended the day and were able to learn about many 
opportunities to build a career out of helping others.  They started the day at 
TEAM Physical Therapy were they talked to Mary Ross, a physical therapist.  
She talked to them about the requirements to be a therapist, the average income, 
and classes that they need to be taking in high school.  Their next stop was at 
Seven Valleys Health Mart where they met pharmacist Marge Trythall.  She 
gave the students suggestions about exploring your interests.  The hospital of-
fered many opportunities for the students to explore health careers. They visited 

with lab technicians, nurses, radiology techs, office managers as well as the 
business manager of the hospital.  The student ate lunch while they heard infor-
mation about the Rural Health Opportunities Program from the Wayne State 
college rep.  The final stop of the day was at the Good Life center and the stu-
dents gained knowledge in various careers such at activity director, dietitian, 
occupational therapist, speech therapist, and physical therapist.  The students 
had a good day learning about the many health career opportunities in our area. 

http://sargentyearbook.zenfolio.com/%20


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

January 2020 

Teacher Workday 

School Resumes 

2:00 Dismissal 

Teachers Inservice 

G & B BB @ 

Palmer  1:00-3:00-

5:30 

 

Pleasanton Wres-

tling Invite 9:30 

G & B BB @ Bartlett 

4:30-6:00-7:30 

 

JH G & B BB @ 

Bartlett 2:00-3:00 

Wrestling Tri @ 

Merna 5:00  T-L, A-

L & Ravenna 

G & B BB vs 

Pleasanton @ 

Sargent 4:30-6:00-

7:30 

 

Pee Wee BB Prac-

tice @ Taylor 9:00 

G & B BB vs North 

Central @ Taylor 

4:30-6:00-7:30 

- Parents night 

G & B BB @ Mullen 

JV-4:00ct Varsity 

7:00 

1st Round G & B 

MNAC BB Tour-

ney TBD 

MNAC Boy’s BB 

Quarterfinal TBD 

Girl’s MNAC BB 

Quarter finals TBD 

G & B MNAC Semi 

Finals BB @ Broken 

Bow 

G & B MNAC 

Consolation BB 

Games @ Sandhills 

Thedford/Anselmo 

Merna 

 

WR Tri @ Ains-

worth TBD 

Wrestling Burwell 

Invite 11:30 @ 

Burwell 

Wrestling S/T 

Knights Invite 

10:00 @ Dunning 

 

Pee Wee BB 

Tourney @ Sar-

gent TBD 

Wrestling South 

Loup Invite 12:30 @ 

Callaway 

JH G & B BB @ 

Thedford 1:00-2:15 

 

BOE Meeting 7 PM 

JH G & B BB @ 

Merna 1:00-2:15 

Good News Club 

FBLA Meeting 

Good News club 


