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August 2016 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you and your student to the 2016-17 school year 

at Sargent Public Schools.  I sincerely hope that the year it will be a positive learning 

experience for your child.  

 

It is our hope and intention that this handbook will be helpful to you and your child in 

understanding school policies.  The handbook is not intended to fully explain procedures 

and policies of Sargent Elementary but to share with you those of greatest importance.  If 

you have a question, feel free to call or come by the school. 

 

Your cooperation in providing us with all the information needed concerning your child 

and making him or her aware of the rules and procedures will enable us to best help your 

child. 

 

Achievement in school is important!  Encourage your child to rise to the highest level of 

which he or she is capable.  Having good study habits, being well rested and attending 

school regularly are tools for achievement.  If all three are practiced diligently it should 

never need to be said, "I wish I had another chance." 

 

The staff and I will do our best to make this a rewarding year for you and your child.  If 

there is any way we can assist you, please do not hesitate to call on us. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Cory Grint, Principal 

Phone:  527-4119 
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CHILDREN LEARN WHAT THEY LIVE 
 

 

If children live with criticism, they learn to condemn. 

 

If children live with hostility, they learn to fight. 

 

If children live with shame, they learn to feel guilty. 

 

If children live with tolerance, they learn to be patient. 

 

If children live with encouragement, they learn confidence. 

 

If children live with praise, they learn to appreciate. 

 

If children live with fairness, they learn justice. 

 

If children live with security, they learn to have faith. 

 

If children live with approval, they learn to like themselves. 

 

If children live with acceptance and friendship, they learn to find love in the 

world. 

 

 

Dorothy Law Nolte 
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STAFF & PERSONNEL 
 

Administration: 

Superintendent    Wayne Ruppert 

Principal     Cory Grint 

 

Elementary Teachers: 

Pre-Kindergarten, ESL/ELL  Brandi Hodges  

Kindergarten    Debbie Mosier  

First Grade, RtI/SAT   Karrie Danner  

Second Grade    Marilyn Fenske 

Third Grade, Safety Comm  Stacy Ottun 

Fourth Grade    Reba Kirby 

Fifth Grade, HAL    Joni Ritchie 

Sixth Grade, RtI/SAT, Crisis Team Tami Phillipps 

Music      Kayla White 

Physical Education    Mark Mosier 

Art, Title I     Teri Smith 

Speech Pathology    Randi Jensen 

Resource     Ann Hickman 

Counselor     LuAnn Schauda 

Library Media    Kina Stefka 

Technology Coordinator   Jerry Davenport  

 

Elementary Support Staff: 

Bookkeeper & Secretary   Holli Smith & Robin Dowse 

 

Para/Aides     Carmen Maldonado, Caroline Folkers,  

 Kathy Wilson, Kelly Vincent & Laura Kipp 

 

Nurses     Mary McDaniel & Kristin Slagle 

 

Custodians     Lowell Paulson & Tim Clayton 

 

Kitchen     Debbie Gumb, Debbie Moore,  

      Brandi Walent, & Cathy Davenport 
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Sargent Public Schools Learning Compact 
It is the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive 

learning environment that enables each child to meet State achievement standards. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hand in hand we will work together 

to carry out the agreement of this contract.  

Student 
I know that my education is important to me.  It will help me become a better person.  I will : 
 -Return completed schoolwork on time; 
 -Be at school on time, unless I am sick; 
 -Always try to do my best in my work and in my behavior; 
 -Help to keep my school safe;  
 -Show respect for myself, other students, and adults; 
 -Ask for help when I need it. 
 

     Signature ______________________________ 

Parent/Guardian 
I understand that involvement in my child’s education will help his/her success and attitude.   
I will carry out the following responsibilities: 
 -Provide a home environment that encourages my child to complete their schoolwork; 
 -Make sure my child gets adequate sleep and a healthy diet; 
 -Make sure my child gets to school on time; 
 -Attempt to spend time reading with my child each day; 

-Support the school in developing positive behaviors; 
-Communicate and work with teachers and other school staff to support and challenge 
      my child. 

 
 
     Signature ______________________________ 

 

Teacher 
I understand the importance of the school experience to every student and my role as the teacher.  
I agree to carry out the following responsibilities: 
 -Teach necessary concepts to all students; 
 -Be aware of the needs of my students, and do my best to accommodate them; 
 -Regularly communicate with parents on their child’s progress; 
 -Provide a safe, healthy, and positive environment for my students;  
 -Respect students as they are; 
 -Communicate and work with families to support learning. 
 
     Signature ______________________________ 
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SARGENT SCHOOLS MISSION STATEMENT 

“ENGAGE – MOTIVATE – PREPARE – INSPIRE” 
  
PHILOSOPHY 
       The Sargent Public Schools have been established by the community for the purpose 

of developing efficient and responsible citizens for democratic living.  To accomplish this 

purpose, the schools seek to provide those educational experiences, which will assist each 

student to discover individual needs, interests and abilities to develop their greatest 

potential.  To achieve this implies that the students will acquire knowledge to develop 

skills, attitudes, interests, appreciations and insights which will enable him or her to live 

effectively in a democracy and to make a maximum contribution to the improvement of 

society. 
 

ENTRANCE AND REGISTRATION 
All pupils entering kindergarten in Nebraska schools must have reached their fifth 

birthday on or before the 31st day of July.  A birth certificate is required for entrance in 

kindergarten along with immunization records, eye examination, and a physical. 

According to Nebraska Law 79-217 “each child is to be immunized for measles, 

mumps, rubella, poliomyelitis, diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, haemophilus influenzae type 

B, invasive pneumococcal disease, varicella and such other diseases as the department 

may from time to time specify.  Any student who does not comply with this section shall 

not be permitted to continue in school until he or she so complies, except as provided by 

section 79-222.” 

For schools to comply with the law each student should have an immunization record 

his/her personal file, (including all booster shots) or a doctor’s signature saying the 

immunizations would be medically risky to the child or the child’s family, or a notarized 

affidavit saying immunizations conflict with the family’s religious beliefs. 

All students entering Sargent Public Schools for the first time shall present their birth 

certificate or a bona fide copy thereof.  Students entering Kindergarten or transferring 

into the school from out of state must also provide proof of an eye exam, and a physical 

examination within six months prior to the start of the school term. 
 

RELEASE OF INFORMATION 
A parent or eligible student has the right to refuse to let the district display certain types of 
information about the student (directory information.) If a parent or student does not want print 

or electronic information about the student made available they must notify the district, in writing, 
within the first two weeks from the time the information is received.  
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ATTENDANCE 
     State law 79-201: “Every person residing in a school district within the State of 

Nebraska who has legal or actual charge or control of any child, not less than seven or 

more that 18 years of age, shall cause such a child to attend regularly the public, private, 

denominational or parochial day school each day that such schools are open and in session 

except when excused by school authorities, unless such child has graduated from high 

school.” 

     Good attendance and progress in school go hand in hand.  There is no substitute 

of equal value for being in school.  Please do not allow your child to miss school 

unless absolutely necessary.  

     On the other hand it is not fair to your child or the other children if he/she come to 

school ill.  If your child is to be absent please call the school (527-4119) before 8:30 

AM.  This will help enable us to effectively check on the safety and whereabouts of our 

students.  If we receive no phone call we will try confirm the students absence for safety 

purposes.  If your child misses more than 5 days the school will contact you and require 

meeting to discuss an attendance plan.  If they miss over eight days they may need to 

make up time before being granted credit. The county attorney may be notified of 

excessive absences in a quarter or 10th absence in a semester. 

 

ILLNESS 
     If a child has any flu symptoms (diarrhea, nausea, or elevated temperature) he/she 

should remain at home.  There should be a 24 hour period after the child’s fever has 

ended before he/she returns to school.  Ill or injured children are not usually kept at 

school.  A parent or authorized person is contacted and the child is sent home where 

he/she can be properly cared for and watched.  Except for a few isolated cases a good 

rule of thumb is that if your child is well enough to attend school they are well enough to 

be outside for recess. 

     A child who has chicken pox can return three to five days after they have finished 

breaking out.  With communicable diseases, such as pink eye and impetigo, a student may 

return 24 hours after treatment begins. 

     If your child has been absent and you wish assignments to be sent home or picked up, 

please call and request them well in advance.  The message will be given to the teacher, 

and assignments can be picked up at noon or after school. 
 

MEDICINE 
     Administering medicine to a student is not a recommended procedure for schools, but 

at times it is inevitable.  No medicine (including aspirin, Tylenol, and cough drops) will be 

given at school without written directions or a signed release from the parents.  Such 

medication must also be sent to school from home.   



7 

     Prescribed medicine must be sent in the prescription bottle so we have the name of 

the drug, dosage, time interval, and students name with the medicine.  If your child has 

asthma, allergies or diabetes please contact the school nurse, Kristin Slagle or Mary 

McDaniel, and fill out the correct paperwork in the office. New legislation does allow 

students with asthma or diabetes to have their medication with them.   

     Over-the-counter medication, which a parent wishes a student to receive, must be in a 

labeled container with instructions.  If at all possible give the medicine at home. 

      ALL MEDICATION must be taken to the office and must be accompanied by a parent 

or guardian’s written and signed request that the medication be given by school personnel. 

Exceptions have been made that allow for the self-administration of 

diabetic/asthma/anaphylaxis medications by students with a parental consent and a 

physicians order.   The consents must be renewed yearly.  If your child carries an inhaler or 

takes medication for asthma/allergies or other medical problems, please contact the school 

nurses to discuss the forms that need to be filled out. 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 
     Your child’s health record, when he first enrolls in school, is recorded on a permanent 

health card.  This health card will follow him through all of his years of school.  If new 

health information is available, please notify the school so we can keep our information 

current. 

     The school will employ a nurse to conduct a health examination of each pupil once a 

year.  The school may also require an examination of pupils by a physician when a 

communicable disease is suspected.  The school may also require an authorization for a 

physician before a pupil is readmitted after absence because of illness, or for a student 

who requests exclusion from a required course, such as physical education, because of 

physical ailment. 

Notification of Student Health Screenings  
      All students will be screened for hearing, vision, dental and BMI (Height, Weight, 

BMI Percentile) as required by Statute 70-248 - 79-252.   The hearing and vision 

screening will be performed with the assistance of the Lions Van when it is available (date 

changes yearly) or sooner, if requested by staff or parents.  The dental screenings maybe 

conducted with the assistance of the Loup Basin Smiles program, if available, and subject 

to Loup Basin’s schedule.  Other outside professional organizations may assist with 

screenings for example – scoliosis checks.  BMI screenings will be performed towards the 

beginning of the school year with new students being examined as soon as possible after 

admission.  Parents will be notified if students do not pass the screening after a 

rescreening process.  

Screenings may not be waived but if a form is submitted by parents with statement 

signed by a physician, physician’s assistant, or advanced practice registered nurse stating 
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that the child has undergone the required inspection within the last 6 months, the child 

does not have to repeat the screening.   

PHONE CALLS / MESSAGES 
     If a child receives a phone call at school a message will be taken.  You may leave a 

phone number and the student will call you back at a later time.  Students are not to use 

cell phones in the building during the school day.   
 

ARRIVAL 
     Students may enter the school building after 7:40 AM.  Parents are urged NOT to send 

children to school prior to this time.  School begins at 8:00 AM. The building is open from 

7:40am until 4:00pm -Students at the school outside of these times may not be 

directly supervised. 

     Parents or other persons bringing children to school may unload them at the East main 

entrance or the South and West doors of the elementary.  If you need to enter the 

building please park in an appropriate area.   
 

DISMISSAL 
     At 3:30 PM elementary students will be dismissed.  Students are expected to leave 

the building at the proper dismissal time to go to their proper destination immediately 

after leaving the building.  Elementary students are expected to go directly 

home after school unless the parents notify the teacher.  Students are not to 

play on the playground after school unless a parent is on the playground to supervise. 
 

LEAVING SCHOOL 
     Students are never to leave school during the school day unless they are checked out 

in the office.  The student’s parent or guardian must make the request for the early 

dismissal.  There shall be prior administrative approval before the staff member excuses 

the student in any person’s custody.  If your student rides the bus, please notify the bus 

driver as well. 

 Students walking home should cross the street in the appropriate place. 
 

BICYCLES 
     Bicycles should be parked in the rack provided for them and should remain in the rack 

until the child leaves school for the day.  At dismissal time children are to walk their 

bikes until they are safely across the street from the building.  

     For safety’s sake we ask that parents insist that their child follow bicycle “driver” 

rules as required.  These including “driving” on the right side of the street, stopping at 

stop signs, using proper hand signals, and being aware of other traffic around them.  
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DRESS AND APPEARANCE 
     Appearance is the responsibility of the student and his/her parents.  Students are 

expected to be appropriately dressed and acceptably groomed for school.   

      Appropriate clothing shall be that which does not pose a health problem or safety 

hazard, does not greatly disrupt classroom decorum, and complies with reasonable 

standards of cleanliness and decency.  Any headgear (hats) designed to be worn outside is 

inappropriate for wearing in the school building. 

     Parents, please keep an eye on the weather.  Make sure your child is properly dressed 

for the changing Nebraska weather.   If your child is well enough to attend school they 

are well enough to be outside for recess. 

 
STUDENT ASSISTANCE TEAM (SAT) 
     The Student Assistance Team is a group that examines the needs of a student that 

are not being met within the regular classroom.  The student may be referred by any 

staff member, parent, or even the student himself.  This group assists the classroom 

teacher in making suggestions in the student’s educational program or makes a 

recommendation for further evaluation either by local staff or an educational 

psychologist. 

 
RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RtI) 
     The Response to Intervention Team is a group that attempts to identify those 

students having academic difficulty in specific areas.  They work with the teachers, 

parent, the student, and others to help find research based interventions for these 

students.  The students are identified based upon student performance on a variety of 

assessments.  If intervention is unsuccessful and needs escalate students may be 

referred to the SAT for individual education accommodations or further evaluation.   
 

TITLE I 
     The Title I program is a federally funded assistance program for children who 

demonstrate a need for extra academic help.  One of the ways the school identifies 

students needing extra assistance is using standardized tests or assessments.   

     The assessment systems Sargent Public Schools uses for assessing basic reading and 

math skills are MAP (Measures of Academic Progress)  and AIMSweb (Achievement 

Improvement Monitoring System). This system identifies students at risk and follows 

student improvement.   All students, Kindergarten through eighth grade, are assessed 

three times a year. Your child’s classroom teacher will share the results of the 

assessment with you at Parent/Teacher conferences.   This assessment provides 

necessary information so that we can help students in their areas of specific need with 

focus on Reading and Math.  Students may receive help in the classroom, in a small group 
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or be pulled out for one-on-one assistance.   AIMSweb provides the teachers and parents 

with critical information to help all children succeed in school.  

If you have any questions about Title 1 or the MAP and AIMSweb assessments please 

contact Mrs. Holmes, Title I coordinator 
 

Sargent Public School Title I Parent Involvement Policy 
We have aligned our parent and family policy and practices to the standards put in place by the school improvement process.  

The target goal is to enable parents to help their children do well in school through increased involvement in the school 

process. 

Standard 1: Welcoming all families into the school community-Families are active participants in the life of the school and 

feel welcomed, valued and connected to each other, to school staff, and to what students are learning and doing in class.  

Sargent School will: 

 Invite parents/grandparents/guardians into the classroom to participate in activities and events  

 Create opportunities for family/community members to share life or cultural experiences with students. 

 New students and families are given a guided tour of the school  

 A welcome packet is made available with school and community information. 

 Title l team will involve parents in developing the Title l plan. 

Standard 2: Communicating effectively- Families and school staff engage in regular, meaningful communication about 

student learning. 

Sargent School will: 

 Hold parent/guardian meetings and an open-house prior to the beginning of school for information sharing and 

gathering.  

 Provide opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and 

parents of migratory children, including information and school reports required in a format and in a la nguage such 

parents understand. 

 Conduct Parent Teacher Conferences at mid-term of 1st quarter and again midway through the 3rd quarter to facilitate 

close communication between parents and teachers. 

 Add tips for parents to the monthly school newsletter aimed at developing reading and math skills. 

 Share intervention information in a quarterly progress report. 

 Publish a monthly school newsletter to share past, present, and future events and happenings. 

Standard 3: Supporting student success-Families and school staff continuously collaborate to support student’s learning and 

healthy development both at home and at school, and have regular opportunities to strengthen their knowledge and skill to do 

so effectively. 

Sargent School will: 

 Implement a Health and Wellness program for all students and invite parents/families/community members to join 

in the activities. 

 Support programs that lead to student success such as Accelerated Reader, Write Tools, Adolescent Literacy Project,  

Read Across America 

 Have paras and teachers available to work with students both before and after school. 

Standard 4: Speaking up for every child-Families are empowered to be advocates for their own and other children, to ensure 

that students are treated fairly and have access to learning opportunities that will support their success. 

Sargent Schools will: 

 Implement an Anti-Bullying program and continually practice courteous behaviors. 

 Continue the Volunteer program so that parents and community members are seen as a regular part of the  school 

family. 

Standard 5: Sharing Power- Families and school staff are equal partners in decisions that affect children and families and 

together inform, influence and create policies, practices and programs. 

Sargent School will: 
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 Include parents and community members as part of the School Improvement team, curriculum selection committees, 

Title I Planning committee, Health and Wellness program, etc. 

 Evaluate the Title l Program in collaboration with the school’s Continuous Improvement Process.  

 Annually evaluate the content and effectiveness of this parent involvement policy.  

 Jointly develop with parents a school-parent compact that outlines shared responsibility for improved student 

academic achievement 

Standard 6: Collaborating with community – Families and school staff collaborate with community members to connect 

students, families, and staff to expanded learning opportunities, community services and civic participation.  

Sargent Schools will: 

 Be an active part of the community clean-up. 

 Recognize and honor our veterans  

 Be involved in Community Beautification project. 

 Invite community guests to participate in our daily wellness exercise program 

Notice Concerning Staff Qualifications  
Parents/guardians the right to get information about the professional qualifications of their child’s classroom teachers. Upon 

request, Sargent Schools will give parents/guardians the following information about their child’s classroom teacher:  

1. Whether the teacher has met State qualifications and licensing criteria for the g rade levels and subject areas in 

which the teacher provides instruction. 

2. Whether the teacher is teaching under an emergency or provisional teaching certificate. 

3. The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher. You may also get information about other graduate certification  

or degrees held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of the certification or degree. We will also, upon request, 

tell parents/guardians whether their child is being provided services by a paraprofessional and, if so, the 

qualifications of the paraprofessional. Sargent Schools will give timely notice to you if your child has been 

assigned, or has been taught for four or more consecutive weeks by a teacher who does not meet the requirements 

of the Act. 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
Students in grades 5 and 6 may sign up for instrumental music (band).  Students may 

receive lessons with their instrument once a week and/or with the large band group 

practice.  Band students are expected to practice their instrument between lessons. 

 
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 
Parent/Teacher Conferences are held usually held in September and February.  

Conferences give parents a chance to talk with teachers on a one-to-one basis, indicate to 

your child an interest in his/her progress, and help teachers to know and understand your 

child better.  Please check the school calendar for the exact dates. 

 
REPORT ON PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT 
Pupil progress reports may be handed out or mailed at the middle and/or end of each 

quarter of the school year.  Parents and students may check their progress at any time 

during the year by accessing their grades on PowerSchool.  Please examine them carefully 

and contact the teacher or principal if there is a question about the progress of your 

child.  Remember, grades are the teacher’s estimate (based on assignments, quizzes, and 

tests) of your child’s progress in school and should not be compared with grades received 

on past years. 
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TELEPHONE USAGE 
A student must have permission from their teacher to use the phone at school.  The 

phone should only be used for emergencies or required calls.  (It is not to be used during 

school time for social arrangements.) If a student brings a cell phone they will still have 

to follow the teacher’s guidelines for it’s use.  The student and the parent should 

understand that if it becomes a distraction or interrupts class it may be confiscated until 

a parent or guardian can pick it up. 

 
LUNCH PROGRAM 
Hot lunch facilities are available at Sargent Elementary.  All students are expected to 

eat hot lunch or bring a cold lunch to eat in the lunchroom at school.  If your child bring 

their lunch we do request that you pack something more nutritious to drink than pop. Milk 

is still available to at school for a fee.  

In order to ensure that students in grades k-1 are getting the foods meeting the federal 

guidelines they are required to use the main line and may only go to the salad bar for 

seconds. Because they have had more experience with in the lunch room and with the 

lunch program requirements students in grades 2-6 may use the salad bar in addition to 

or instead of the hot lunch line.   

Free and reduced lunches are a possiblity.  I encourage you to fill out the Application 

forms that are available in the school office.  When completed they may be returned to 

the principal.  We sincerely request that lunch bills carry a positive balance. If your 

balance is negative for more than 1 billing period your student will not be able to 

participate in the school lunch program. Lunch bills should be paid in the main office.  

Parents are welcome to eat lunch at school with their children if they wish.  Please notify 

the office by 9:00 AM so that arrangements can be made for you.  You will be billed full 

adult price and can pay in the office.   

Breakfast times start at approximately 7:40 AM and end at 8:00 AM.(Breakfast will not 

be served on a late start day) Lunch times will be based on individual class schedules, you 

may ask the teacher for that schedule.  

 

CARE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY 
It is the responsibility of each student to give proper care to instructional equipment, 

computers, electronic devices, classrooom materials, and supplies.  In those cases where 

property has been damaged, misused, or lost the child will be held responsible for 

payment of damages at replacement cost. 

 

PERSONAL PROPERTY 
We discourage children from bringing personal possessions or valuables to school.  We 

cannot guarantee they will not get broke or lost.  Appropriate items may be brought on 
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special occasions such as “Show & Tell” or when requested to do so by a teacher to 

supplement a lesson. 

In order to insure that lost articles are returned to their proper owners, student’s names 

should be sewn or marked on sweaters, coats, lunch boxes, shoes, etc.  Parents are 

encouraged to assist their children to be responsible for their own possessions.  If you 

have lost any items be sure to ask your teacher, check the lost and found boxes, and then 

ask Mr. Grint in the principal’s office. 

  
SCHOOL CLOSING 
In the event of severely inclement weather or a mechanical breakdown, school may be 

closed, starting time delayed, or dismissed early.  We will attempt to contact parents 
using the Tyco Link Alert automated calling system. Please make sure your contact 
information is up to date!  If you would like a text message for an alert please indicate 

that when submitting your contact information.  

We will also try to contact information on:  KBEAR 92.3; KNLV 103.9 FM;  KBBN 95.3 FM 

and on the internet sites for the stations listed above including Sandhills Express. 

A late start will mean a starting time of 10:00 a.m., buses will run accordingly. 

(Breakfast may not be served on late start days) 

 

HOMEWORK 
Homework is an integral part of the educational process, in that it contributes to the 

development of good study habits, self-discipline, organizational skills and responsibility.  

In addition, homework reinforces classroom activities, learning experience and reinforces 

communication to parents concerning school programs.  

Elementary students should have a regular “homework” time set aside from distractions.  

This should be a quiet time when the parent(s) and child should engage in learning 

activities such as reading, story-telling, writing, games which involve application of math 

facts, spelling games, creative and exploratory projects, or simply in conversation.  This 

is the time in the child’s educational life to build the foundation for good study habits. 

 

TESTING 

 Achievement tests are administered in grades three through six.  The Measures of 

Academic Progress tests (MAP) are given in the fall and spring for a Nationally Normed 

Reference Test and Nebraska State Assessments (NeSA tests) will be administered at 

the appropriate grade levels.  Sargent Elementary also administers the STARS and AIMs 

Web assessments to on a regular basis to monitor student progress. 
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FIRE AND TORNADO DRILLS 
Fire drills, as required by law, will be held at regular intervals.  Such practice is important 

and should be approached seriously.  It is important that each student know exactly what 

to do at any given time during the school day. 

Drills are also conducted for tornado safety.  Students are instructed in the procedure 

to follow in case of a tornado warning. 
 

VISITING THE CLASSROOM 
Parents, grandparents, and other interested persons are encouraged to visit school.  A 

note and/or call to the teacher prior to a visit is required.   

All visitors need to check in at the front office prior to going to the classroom area. 

Children who are visiting friends or relatives of our students, may visit the school for an 

introduction to our system, however we do ask that you contact their homeroom teacher 

prior to their arrival and obtain permission from the administration. Please keep in mind 

that visitations often cause distractions to students, and can be cut sort if distractions 

occur. 

 
ACTIVITY TRIPS    

Every attempt will be made to inform parents of trips leaving school involving their child.  

If you do not want your child to attend a trip please inform your child’s teacher.  There is 

a FILED TRIP PERMISSION FORM on the last page of this handbook. You will need to 

fill out and return to your child’s teacher in order for your child to attend any field trips.  
 

GUM, CANDY, ETC. 
Food and or drinks are not to be brought into the classroom.  Exceptions can be made by 

individual teachers when they feel an occasion merits gum or candy be allowed in their 

room. 
 

PLAYGROUND RULES – Safety!  Respectful!  Kindness Counts! 
 Recess will be inside if the temperature or the wind chill is below zero or if recess 

supervisors feel that the weather is not suitable for outdoor activity.  

 It is a time meant for the students to learn to play cooperatively and to enjoy a 

break from their classes.  Every effort will be made by playground supervisors to ensure 

the safety of the students during recess.  In order to be safe we have basic guidelines 

we expect the students to follow. They are:  

o Students should use all playground equipment appropriately and safely. 

o Students should be respectful to themselves and all others. 

o Students should use appropriate language. 

o Students should dress appropriately for outdoor play (i.e. Winter - snowpants, 

boots, mittens, etc.) 
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o Electronic devices (iPods, game boys, smart phones, etc are not allowed at recess) 

**The school is not responsible for lost or damaged items … so students need to be 

careful with what they bring. 
 

STUDENT RIGHTS 
 All students have the right/privilege to: 

1.  Equal Education Opportunity – the school strives to provide all students a chance to 

get an education. 

2. Exercise Free Expression - It should be noted that their freedom of expression shall not 

interfere with the rights of others or with conducting school and classroom activities. 

3.  Due Process – students facing major disciplinary action are entitled to fair procedures 

to determine if they are at fault. 
 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY 
A responsibility is an obligation to do what is right.  All students have the responsibility to: 

 1. Protect the right of others to study and learn. 

 2. Attend school regularly and punctually. 

 3. Abide by school regulations and to assist in their enforcement and development. 

 4. Apply themselves to the best of their ability to the learning tasks assigned.  

 5. Cooperate with other students and school staff. 

 6. Respect public property and carefully use and return all materials and equipment. 

 7. Be prepared, complete all assignments, and meet all deadlines. 

 8. See that school correspondence to parents reaches home. 
 

STUDENT RETENTION 
 The staff will meet with the student and their parent to discuss deficiencies and 

options before recommending retaining a student.  Student Retention is a serious 

situation and the staff will not make that decision lightly.  However if a student doesn’t 

understand the basic concepts of their core classes, or if their behavior is immature 

enough that they aren’t keeping up, a second year in the same grade may be productive.  

Repeating a grade level and better understanding the material can allow the student to 

have more success in the future.   
 

  



16 

STUDENT BEHAVIOR 
 Any staff member: teacher, bus driver, para/aid, cook, custodian, principal or the 

superintendent may take disciplinary action against a student for improper behavior, 

infraction of the rules, or shirking their responsibilities.  Parents will be advised of 

disciplinary action when the principal or teacher feels it necessary.  

 All school rules are subject to the laws of the State of Nebraska and all decisions 

regarding the enforcement of the rules of conduct shall be enforced in accordance with 

the provisions of Legislative Bill 1250, The Student Discipline Act.  LB 1250 defines the 

purpose of the law is to assure for the students the constitutional right to due process 

and fundamental fairness within the context of an orderly and effective educational 

process. 

 Rules and standards pertaining to student conduct and discipline as they relate to 

suspension, exclusion, or mandatory reassignment will be guided by these basic principles: 

A. Students may be temporarily excluded from school for the following reasons: 

 1. Communicable disease. 

 2. Conduct that presents clear threat to the safety to himself/herself or others. 

  3. Extremely disruptive behavior. 

B. Inspection of school property: 

 1. School officials reserve the right to and will periodically inspect school property, 

including lockers and/or desks and the material within. 

 2. School officials also reserve the right to search an individual if the search is 

reasonable and necessary to maintain order or safety. 

C. Students may be suspended, expelled, or reassigned for the following reasons: 

 1. Use of violence, force, coercion, threat, intimidation, or similar conduct that 

constitutes interference with school purposes. 

 2. Willful damage to private or school property, stealing of substantial value, or 

repeated damage. 

 3. Attempted or actual physical injury to a school employee or student. 

 4. Threats or intimidation toward another student, or an attempt to get money or 

other valuables from the students. 

 5. Possessing, handling or transmitting any objects or materials generally 

considered a weapon (this includes a pocket knife, any type of gun etc) 

 6. Unlawful possession, selling, dispensing, or use of a controlled substance such as 

drugs, alcohol, or tobacco in any form.  

 7. Engaging in other activity forbidden by law, which constitutes a danger to other 

students or interferes with school purposes. 

 8. Repeated violations of any established rule if such violation constitutes a 

substantial interference with school purposes.  
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BUS STUDENTS 
 Sargent Public Schools runs daily bus routes to pick up and deliver the children of 

the district.  Option students who qualify for free lunches are eligible for transportation 

reimbursement and their parents should contact the administration to apply.  This service 

is considered a privilege, not a right, and students who ride the bus must behave in a 

manner that will protect this privilege.  Students must comply with all school conduct 

rules and the following rules and directives while riding in school vehicles.  During the 

time students are on the buses, whether it is an activity or a route bus, they are required 

to conduct themselves as they would at any other phase of the educational program.   

 Loading and unloading at designated stops is a crucial part of transporting students 

to and from school, we ask that you discuss the importance of following the guidelines 

with your student. 

 Driving a school bus requires the full attention of the operator and therefore 

horseplay or inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated on the bus.  The following is a 

list of behaviors that will not be tolerated on school buses: 

 1. Moving about the bus while it is in action. 

 2. Profane or obscene language or actions. 

 3. Throwing of objects. 

 4. Failure to sit in an assigned seat at the request of the driver.   

 5. Excessive noises that distract the bus driver. 

6. Carrying on or having destructive or distracting materials such as water 

balloons, knives, razor blades, lighters, etc. 

 7. Food and drinks are only allowed with the permission of the driver. 

 8. Alcohol and tobacco products are not allowed on the bus. 

 9. Defacing or damaging the bus inside or out. 

 10. Fighting or intentionally provoking fights in or around the bus. 

 11. Placing any part of your body or any articles out of the windows. 

 12. Any other serious disruptive action. 
 

QUESTIONS/PEOPLE TO CONTACT 

 When you have questions, concerns, complaints, or comments, please contact the 

people at Sargent Public Schools responsible for the area of your concern.  By doing this 

as concerns or issues arise, perhaps the questions or concerns can be addressed before 

they become larger and therefore more difficult to solve. 

 1.  Your child’s schoolwork: Child’s teacher, and then the counselor 
 2. Discipline: Teacher, then the principal 
 3. Bus Routes and/or bus times: transportation director - Jerry Davenport 

 4. School Regulations: Building principal, and then the superintendent 
 5. Student Absences: Classroom teacher, the secretary, and then the principal 
 6. Bills or claims: Building secretary, the principal or superintendent 
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VIDEO and AUDIO SURVEILLANCE POLICY 

The Sargent School District authorizes the use of video cameras or audio recording 

equipment on district property to improve professional practices as well as to ensure the 

health, welfare and safety of all staff, students and visitors as well as to safeguard district 

facilities, vehicles, and equipment.  Cameras and audio recording equipment may be used to 

monitor facilities and vehicles as well as student conduct and student interviews. 

 
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 

Elementary students at Sargent Elementary are always encouraged to use the library media center. Each 

elementary class attends library media class weekly to learn library skills and to check out books.  Students 

may visit the media center at other times at the discretion of the classroom teacher.  When in the library 

media center, students are expected to adhere to the following rules:   

1. No food or drink in the media center unless authorized by a staff member. 

2. Students should always be quiet and courteous in the media center as others may be studying, reading 

or having class. 

3. Students must properly check out all materials before removing them from the media center.  A 

student that habitually and willfully disregards the checkout procedures may lose his privi lege to check 

out books. 

4. Most books may be checked out for 3 weeks.  If a student needs a book for a longer period of time, he 

may renew it at the end of that time period. 

5. A student may check out a maximum of 3 books at a time.  The exception to this would  be books that 

are being used for research; in this case, the student should check with Mrs. Slagle. 

6. Students should always treat library media center materials with care.  If damage should occur, the 

student should report it to Mrs. Slagle as soon as possible. 

A student will be charged replacement cost for any materials that are not returned at the end of the year.  

STUDENT PRIVACY PROTECTION           
It is the policy of Sargent Schools to develop and implement policies which protect the privacy of students in 
accordance with applicable laws.  The District’s policies in this regard include the following: 
 
Right of Parents to Inspect Surveys Funded or Administered by the United States Department of Education or Third 
Parties:  Parents shall have the right to inspect, upon the parent’s request, a survey created by and administered by 
either the United States Department of Education or a third party (a group or person other than the District) before 
the survey is administered or distributed by the school to the parent’s child. 
 
Protection of Student Privacy in Regard to Surveys of Matters Deemed to be Sensitive:  The District will require, 
for any survey of students which contain one or more matters deemed to be sensitive (see section headed “Definition 
of Surveys of Matters Deemed to be Sensitive”), that suitable arrangements be made to protect student privacy (that 
is, the name or other identifying information about a particular student). For such Surveys, the District will also 
follow the procedures set forth in the section entitled: “Notification of and Right to Opt-Out of Specific Events.” 
 
Right of Parents to Inspect Instructional Materials:  Parents shall have the right to inspect, upon reasonable request, 
any instructional material used as part of the educational curriculum for their child.   Reasonable requests for 
inspection of instructional materials shall be granted within a reasonable period of time after the request is received.  
Parents shall not have the right to access academic tests or academic assessments, as such are not within the meaning 
of the term “instructional materials” for purposes of this policy.  The procedures for making and granting a request 
to inspect instructional materials are as follows: the parent shall make the request, with reasonable specificity, 
directly to the building principal.  The building principal, within five (5) school days, shall consult with the teacher 
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or other educator responsible for the curriculum materials.  In the event the request can be accommodated, the 
building principal shall make the materials available for inspection or review by the parent, at such reasonable times 
and place as will not interfere with the educator’s intended use of the materials.  In the event there is a question as 
to the nature of the curriculum materials requested or as to whether the materials are required to be provided, the 
building principal shall notify the parent of such concern, and assist the parent with forming a request which can 
reasonably be accommodated.  If the parent does not formulate such a request, and continues to desire certain 
curriculum materials, the parent shall be asked to make their request to the Superintendent.  
 
Rights of Parents to be Notified of and to Opt-Out of Certain Physical Examinations or Screenings.  The general 
policy and practice of the District is to not administer physical examinations or screenings of students which require 
advance notice or parental opt-out rights under the applicable federal laws, for the reason that the physical 
examinations or screenings to be conducted by the District will usually fit into one of the following exceptions: (1) 
hearing, vision, or scoliosis screenings; (2) physical examinations or screenings that are permitted or required by 
an applicable State law; and (3) Surveys administered to students in accordance with the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act.  For physical examinations or screenings which do not fit into the applicable exceptions, 
the District will follow the procedures set forth in the section entitled: “Notification of and Right to Opt-Out of 
Specific Events.” 
Notification of Student Health Screenings  
All students will be screened for hearing, vision, dental and BMI (Height, Weight, BMI Percentile) as required by 
Statute 70-248 - 79-252.   The hearing and vision screening will be performed with the assistance of the Lions 
Van when it is available (date changes yearly) or sooner, if requested by staff or parents.  The dental screenings 
maybe conducted with the assistance of the Loup Basin Smiles program, if available, and subject to Loup Basin’s 
schedule.  Other outside professional organizations may assist with screenings for example – scoliosis 
checks.  BMI screenings will be performed towards the beginning of the school year with new students being 
examined as soon as possible after admission.  Parents will be notified if students do not pass the screening after a 
rescreening process.  
Screenings may not be waived but if a form is submitted by parents with statement signed by a physician, 
physician’s assistant, or advanced practice registered nurse stating that the child has undergone the required 
inspection within the last 6 months, the child does not have to repeat the screening.   

Protection of Student Privacy in Regard to Personal Information Collected from Students:  The general policy and 
practice of the District is to not engage in the collection, disclosure, or use of personal information collected from 
students for the purpose of marketing or for selling that information.  The District will make reasonable 
arrangements to protect student privacy to the extent possible in the event of any such collection, disclosure, or 
use of personal information. “Personal information” for purposes of this policy means individually identifiable 
information about a student including: (1) a student or parent’s first and last name, (2) home address, (3) 
telephone number, and (4) social security number.  The term “personal information,” for purposes of this policy, 
does not include information collected from students for the exclusive purpose of developing, evaluating, or 
providing educational products or services for, or to, students or educational institutions.  This exception includes 
the following examples: (i) college or postsecondary education recruitment, or military recruitment; (ii) book 
clubs, magazines, and programs providing access to low-cost literary products; (iii) curriculum and instructional 
materials used by elementary schools and secondary schools; (iv) tests and assessments used by elementary 
schools and secondary schools to provide cognitive, evaluative, diagnostic, clinical, aptitude, or achievement 
information about student, or to generate other statistically useful data for the purpose of securing such tests and 
assessments, and the subsequent analysis and public release of the aggregate date from such tests and 
assessments; (v) the sale by student of products or services to raise funds for school-related or education-related 
activities; (vi) student recognition programs. 

 
Parental Access to Instruments used in the Collection of Personal Information: While the general practice of the 
District is to not engage in the collection, disclosure, or use of personal information collected from students for the 
purpose of marketing or for selling that information, parents shall have the right to inspect, upon reasonable request, 
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any instrument which may be administered or distributed to a student for such purposes.  Reasonable requests for 
inspection shall be granted within a reasonable period of time after the request is received.  The procedures for 
making and granting such a request are as follows: the parent shall make the request, with reasonable specificity, 
directly to the building principal and shall identify the specific act and the school staff member or program 
responsible for the collection, disclosure, or use of personal information from students for the purpose of marketing 
that information.  The building principal, within five (5) school days, shall consult with the school staff member or 
person responsible for the program which has been reported by the parent to be responsible for the collection, 
disclosure, or use of personal information from students.  In the event such collection, disclosure, or use of personal 
information is occurring or there is a plan for such to occur, the building principal shall consult with the 
Superintendent for determination of whether the action shall be allowed to continue.  If not, the instrument for the 
collection of personal information shall not be given to any students.  If it is to be allowed, such instrument shall be 
provided to the requesting parent as soon as such instrument can be reasonably obtained. 
 
Annual Parental Notification of Student Privacy Protection Policy:  The District shall provide parents with 
reasonable notice of the adoption or continued use of this policy and other policies related to student privacy.  Such 
notice shall be given to parents of students enrolled in the District at least annually, in the handbook at the beginning 
of the school year, and within a reasonable period of time after any substantive change in such polices the student 
handbook will regularly serve this purpose. 
 
Notification to Parents of Dates of and Right to Opt-Out of Specific Events:  The District shall directly notify the 
parents of the affected children, at least annually at the beginning of the school year, of the specific or approximate 
dates during the school year when any of the following activities are scheduled, or are expected to be scheduled: 
 
The collection, disclosure, or use of personal information collected from students for the purpose of marketing or 
for selling that information. (Note: the general practice of the District is to not engage in the collection, disclosure, 
or use of personal information collected from students for the purpose of marketing or for selling that information).  
 
Surveys of students involving one or more matters deemed to be sensitive in accordance with the law and this 
policy; and, any non-emergency, invasive physical examination or screening that is required as a condition of 
attendance; administered by the school and scheduled by the school in advance; and not necessary to protect the 
immediate health and safety of the student or of other students.  (Note: the general practice of the District is to not 
engage in physical examinations or screenings which require advance notice, for the reason that the physical 
examinations or screenings to be conducted by the District will usually fit into one of the following exceptions to 
the advance notice requirement and parental opt-out right: (1) hearing, vision, or scoliosis screenings; (2) physical 
examinations or screenings that are permitted or required by an applicable State law, and (3) Surveys administered 
to students in accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act ).  
It is the policy of Sargent Schools to develop and implement policies which protect the privacy of students in 
accordance with applicable laws.   
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Sargent Schools Acceptable Use Policy 
 

 Sargent Public School desires to promote and encourage technology as is evident in our dedication to 
purchase equipment, hire personnel, and teach technology across the curriculum.  However, it is also our desire to 
protect our students from the inappropriate material and potentially dangerous situations that they may be exposed 
to as we connect our school to the outside world through telecommunications.  This will require each and every 
user to be aware of the hazards as well as the enormous benefits of world-wide communication and data retrieval.  
Each user must be trained to be efficient, ethical and legal in their usage of the school's computers and Internet 
connection.  To this end, Sargent Public School has devised an Accepted Use Policy (AUP) for students, parents, 
and staff.  This AUP will serve as protection and guidance for staff and students, will provide legal standing and 
liability protection for everyone involved, and will provide information and choices for parents.  Students or staff 
knowingly violating the terms of this policy or agreement may have their computer account terminated, and/or 
turned over to civil authorities, and/or expulsion from school, or termination of employment.  The signatures on 
the Student's/Parent's Consent form for students and parents are legally binding and indicates those who have 
signed have read the terms and conditions carefully and understand their significance. 
 

Terms and Conditions: 
1. The use of Electronic Devices and/or the Internet must be consistent with the educational objectives of the 
Sargent Public School.  Use of Electronic Devices and/or the Internet will be monitored by adults and student and 
staff equipment may be confiscated if it is deemed that they are being used inappropriately.  Use of electronic 
resources for any recreational games during school hours without the supervising teacher's permission is 
prohibited.  Students will only use electronic mail, chat rooms and other forms of direct electronic 
communications for purposes related to education within the context of a school-related assignment activity. 
2. To transmit or knowingly receive any materials in violation of any United States, Nebraska, or Sargent Public 
Schools regulation or law is prohibited.  This includes, but is not limited to, the following: copyrighted material, 
threatening, harassing, pornographic, obscene, or profane material, materials related to the illegal use or 
manufacture of restricted substances, defamatory or discriminatory material, or material protected by trade secret. 
3. Students will not reveal any personal identification information, or those of other persons, when using the 
Internet.  Do not swear, use vulgarities, or any other inappropriate language, material or images. 
4. Do not use another user's account or files without permission.  Students shall not use school computers or 
Internet resources to engage in hacking or attempts to otherwise compromise any computer or network system's 
security. 
5. School computers, usage, and storage are not guaranteed to be private or confidential.  All equipment, files and 
accounts are and will be treated as school property.  
6. Any problems which arise from the use of the Internet are the liability or responsibility of the account holder or 
user.  All account holders or users hereby release Sargent Public Schools from any and all claims or damages of 
any nature arising from their access, use, or inability to access or use computers or the network system and by 
obtaining an account or use of the computers or network system agree to such and agree to indemnify and hold 
Sargent Public Schools harmless from same, Sargent Public School District makes no warranties of any kind for 
the information or the service it is providing. 

You and your child must sign below if you DO want your child to have Internet and computer/iPad iPod access. 

 

 

      Student            Parent  

   Date        Date 

    

(Noti fy the principal  i f you DO NOT want your chi ld to have Internet  access at  527-4119)  
 

Return this copy to the Office by  Friday, August 19, 2016. 

Failure to return a signed Acceptable Use Policy could result in exclusion from using school computers. 
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THIS HANDBOOK AND ITS CONTENTS WERE APPROVED BY THE 

SARGENT BOARD OF EDUCATION 

August 8, 2016 
 

 
 
PARENTS AND STUDENTS: 

 

PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THE ELEMENTARY HANDBOOK 

BY PLACING YOUR SIGNATURES BELOW, and return this page to your classroom teacher or 
the office. 
 

 
Student Signature ______________________________________    Date _______ 

 
Grade ________  
 

 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________     Date ________ 
 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________     Date _______ 
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Sargent Elementary School  

Field Trip Permission Form 

 

 

At various times during the school year, students will 

have the opportunity to participate in school sponsored, 

off-campus activities. These field trips, which usually 

occur during the school day, may be related to particular 

course work, community service, enrichment of the 

curriculum, or a particular grade event. 

    I give permission for my child, 

______________________, to accompany his/her class, 

along with designated chaperones, on field trips that are 

planned or will be planned in the current school year.  

 

Parent Signature _______________________________ 

Date ________________________ 


